      May 27, 2009…………..FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

            Doug Filler Announces Candidacy for Stafford Supervisor, Falmouth—
                       Emphasizes “Fiscal Discipline for Challenging Times”

Falmouth resident Doug Filler has formally announced his candidacy for the position of Supervisor, representing the Falmouth District.  In his statement at the Berea fire station #12, off Route 17, Mr. Filler cited his nearly three decades of small business ownership as “experience that will be invaluable in helping to govern Stafford and assist its over-burdened taxpayers in coping with the fiscal belt-tightening that will be required of us over the next few years.”

Mr. Filler stated that he views a Supervisor’s principal role as protecting the financial integrity of the county’s budget, to maintain the quality of life for all Stafford residents in the face of today’s economic uncertainties.  “At this time, when we are experiencing the most severe recession in 8 decades, many of our residents have suffered job losses, dramatically reduced home values, and significantly decreased retirement savings.  It is imperative that the Board of Supervisors find new and innovative ways to support the continued growth and development of Stafford County without resorting to constantly increasing tax rates.”
He specifically cited the recent enactment by the Board of Business, Professional and Occupational Licensing (BPOL), which is projected to produce an estimated $4 million in revenue for the 2010 budget.  He asked his opponent-- who recently told The Free Lance-Star that she “would repeal BPOL.  Absolutely.  Without a doubt.”—“Where will the missing $4 million come from? Either by reducing the budgets for our schools, fire and rescue services, sheriff’s department and the transportation fund, or raising homeowners’ real estate taxes again.”

Mr. Filler also stressed the need to raise teachers’ salary levels to match those of  Spotsylvania, Fredericksburg and Prince William, and thereby reduce the loss of experienced educators to other nearby school systems.  “Supervisors must work in partnership with the School Board to adequately fund our educational system,” he added.

With regard to transportation issues, he noted the need to implement the planned reconstruction of the Falmouth light intersection “while maintaining the integrity of historic Falmouth Village”; supporting VRE and bringing high-speed rail service to Stafford; and seeking U. S. stimulus funds to improve highway maintenance and construction on I-95.
Finally, Mr. Filler promised to campaign throughout the Falmouth District and meet with residents in all of its diverse neighborhoods.  He pledged to maintain Stafford’s standing as “one of the most fiscally sound counties in the entire country”, and offered to debate his opponent directly on all of these issues during the campaign, adding that “Falmouth District voters deserve no less.”

